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This clear, concise, and historically-rooted anthology traces
the key developments in American avant-garde art from the
1940s with Abstract Expressionism and the Cold War
through the late 1990s with an array of video installations
and the broad cultural changes arising from far-reaching
technological developments. Each movement is articulated
by multiple voices—the artists, their critics, and the intellec-
tuals beyond the art world who were helping to frame the
issues of their day. Sometimes positions converge; sometimes
they diverge. Always the multiplicity of voices—reprinted
here in their complete, unedited form—point to the major
currents affecting or being affected by the art of their time,
giving a succinct, but lively account of the artistic dialog of

the past fifty plus years.
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