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NYC artist visits Paper+

Paul Fabozzi talks about the importance of place, exiplores PJ Factory

By MATTHEW PARRISH
mparristsinguneite oom

It peemes as if informa-
tiom flows directly
through artist Paul
Fnbozxi and into projects.
He's fust that kind of an
artist — whesover ho is,
his surroundings bocome
his worle. I he's in Rome,
mapping the ety beonmes
his projoct, when he's at
home in New York City,
translating the kandsonpe
becomes his artworl, and
when he visits Willinms-
port — you goessed it -
he strts eyeing it up for
potentind pinoes

“A lot of my werk i
boing in, sensing and
translnting n beention,”
Fabozzi said. “'m inter-
ented in taking some data
that I got from the exper-
ence of n place and then
translating it and re-
tranalating it both in
terma of the way that 1
absorh and handle it

It makes sense that
Fabozzi — ariginally from
Amaterdnm, NY. —
woukl be attracted to
‘Wilkinmsport becsuse of
ita living history.

“Tt's nmazing b
much this town raminds
me of Amsterdnm, with
ita history and the way it
Bookes,” thay mrtist snid.
“But Amsterdnm has m-
ally steeply declined
whareas Williamepart's
ot o lob going for it."

Fabozs said that Ams.
tordam once had a great
boom like Billtown except:
ithat it was fir rugs in-
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New York City-based ariist Paul Fabozxl recently visited Papar+, a print-

studio at the Pajama Factory, 1307 Park Ave., to make prints with

Id'lll former University of Pennsylvania classmate, local ariist Chad An-
rows.

stead of lumber. Fabowx visited Andrews’ printmaking
“Amsterdam was the Williamspert becasse he  studio at the Pajama Fac-

rug capited of the world,”  wantsd to reconnect with © tory, 1307 Park Ave., and

ha said. "But it hasn't fig-  his old dassmato, local bexause the Ectory

ared out n way of re- artist Chad Andrewns, iy i interest.

bemmnding.” make prints in Papers, “1 wos eoccitod by the

possibility of werking
with Chad ngain,”
Faboezt said. “We've been
in towch gince he set up

the shop and 'vo been dy-

ing to do prints. And 1
was just really intrigoed
by the idea of the Pajama
Factory. He talked aboat
it nnd it pounded Hke an
interesting commumity.”

Falues, an associnte
professor at 52 John's
University in Mow Yaork,
recerved his hachelor of
fini arta degros in paint.
ing from Alfred Universs-
Ly Bchoal of Art and De-
gign in 15888 and master
of fine nris degree in

painting from the Univer-

gity of Pennsytvonia in
1963

He has woe a [ellow-
ship from the New York
Foundatien for the Arts

in Dhrowing im 3006, & re-

senrch grant from St
John's Undversity in 1998
and 1999 and a grant for
 trip to Taly firom the
Georgin Foundation in
1986,

“1 mn the S John's
University program over
theere {in Italy) for 12
yonre,” Fabozxi aaid. <1
get over there ance o year
— I am intimately fmil-
inr with Rome.”

According to his Inlig-
uid page, Fabozs has
“croatod o series of
graphite ns well as ool-
wared works on paper lny-
ered with imprints and
visunl ‘maps” from histor-
cally significnnt locntions
nnud buildings in Rome.”

Foborzi said that his
inderest in place prohably
grew from his childheod
ndventures

“I wn nhile to walk
around as o kid and ex-
plare, | wasn't as situnted
ns kids mre now in auto-

mohibes nnd plopped in
front of a TV, he said.
“But at the same lime,
Amsterdom waosn't the
kirud of ploce to stay be-
canssi of 8 steep decline,
1 krwrw early on that |
Iall o leave. It allowod
ma b0 build o senaibility
af being from soms plans
bt being necessarily -
fled. A lot of this is about
trying to find bonse™

The nrtist's fescination
with place includes & pre-
occupation with walling,
which gives him the ep-
pertunity to reflect wpon
his surroundings.

“There's something
absmat walldng, shout
tewrving through spaon
that nllows my mind to
open up nnd concentrate
in i different way,” he
anid. *Ti's rhythmic and
meditntional — it opens
mi up and allows ma to
bax truly present in n
place.”

Fabozzs time at the
factory mnde such an im-
pression that he wants to
encournge othor artists to
wvigit and be bopes to re-
turn and start & progect
here.

“Ther's n lob of really
exciting ways in which
this place can continue 1o
mive forwnnd,” he said.
“It's great for artiste. F'm
loaking feewnnd 1o pass-
ing tho word around
about it and coming back
fior mare.”
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